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The pictures below depict the current exterior of the Egyptian Theatre:
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the ETPA is respectfully requesting a $70,000 grant. Based on Randy Dixon’s estimate, the
projected fagade improvement project is estimated to cost $150,876.70. The requested
$70,000 grant represents a little more than 46% of the total projected costs.

The Design Review Committee reviewed the fagade improvement proposal on December 30,
2013, and the Committee unanimously recommended approval of the grant.

ADVANTAGES

Restoration of the Egyptian Theatre facade would significantly enhance the downtown business
district. The proposed improvements will make the exterior of the theatre as attractive and
inviting as the interior!

Revitalization is made a step at a time. Other property owners who have used the fagade
program to improve their buildings include: the Elks Club, The Hall Building, South Coast Office
Supply, First Call Resolution, Bugge Bank Building, Mingus Apartments Hall Building, Hub
Building, old Elks Lodge, and the Blue Heron. The David Ford building, also in the downtown
area, is currently in the process of its second fagade improvement project.

DISADVANTAGES

The only disadvantage identified is that this grant, if approved, will exceed the amount of funds
currently budgeted for facade grants this budget year and thus will prevent the funding of
additional facade improvement project for the remainder of this budget year.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

Funding would come from the Downtown Urban Renewal District Fagade Grant Program. The
20131/2014 budget has $150.000 allocated for the program. Currently, the Agency has
expended, encumbered, and received appellations totaling $156,162.60 this budget year.

Larson Building Fagade Grant $ 3,128.00 (project completed)
Ford Building Phase | Fagade Grant $25,000.00 (approved in FYE13 but completed in FYE14)
Ford Building Phase Il Fagade Grant $25,000.00 (in progress)
Phones Plus $25,000.00 (in progress)
Abby’s Pizza Fagade Grant $ 8,034.60 (proposed)
Egyptian Theatre Fagade Grant $70.000.00 (proposed)
Total $156,162.60

If funding is approved for both of the proposed grant applications, a transfer to the fagade grant
line item will be required from the projects line item.

ACTION REQUESTED

Staff is requesting the Agency consider approving the application fagade grant, not to exceed
$70,000 and transferring $7,000 from the project line item to the fagade grant program.
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Steps for ing for a Facade Improvement Grant

PwppE

Date

Pre-application: Meeting and review with staff and the Design Review Committee
Application: Meeting and review with staff and Design Review Committee

Design Review Committee recommendation to the Urban Renewal Agency

Architectural Review: An architectural review by the Planning Commission is required for

properties located in a design standards area. The Architectural Design Review application Is

available from the Public Works and Development Department

5, Urban Renewal Agency Approval

Return Pre-Application to: COOS BAY URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY
Community Development Department

500 Central Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
(541) 268-1181 ext 2259

For staff use:

Process/Step

Date

Notes

Review of pre-application; meeting with applicant
and the Design Review Committee
scheduled

Applicant notified of DRC recommendation and
application status

Full application recelved

Facade grant proposal scheduled for Urban
Renewal Agency meeting

Contact applicant with status of application; grant
| agreement prepared for signatures

Fagade Pre-App Form 200yesrdda Item #4
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229 South Broadway, Coos Bay, Oregon

History

In 1925, Charles Noble invested $232,000 to convert his service station and auto garage in downtown
Coos Bay into a movie and live-performance theatre. Reacting to the national fascination with Egyptian
design and themes (stimulated by the 1922 discovery of the tomb of King Tut), Mr. Noble’s new theatre
incorporated bold Egyptian Revival architectural and design themes. Immediately, this unique and
vibrant building became an architectural and social landmark in the Coos Bay/North Bend area. While
Charles Noble’s investment was bold, his vision was not unique. The exploding popularity of movies and
the theatrical design elements of the Egyptian Revival style saw Egyptian Theaters being constructed
throughout the United States.

Over the next eight decades, both entertainment and architectural design underwent many major
changes. The ornate downtown movie palaces that had been the social and economic anchors of central
business districts were largely replaced by multiplex cinemas attached to strip malls on the outskirts of
town. The impact of this trend was clear in 2005, when the Egyptian Theatre in downtown Coos Bay was
one of only four known Egyptian Revival style movie theatres surviving in the United States.

In 2005, when the owners of the Egyptian Theatre decided to close the movie theatre and put the
building up for sale, the community responded. Not willing to let this landmark fade into history, a group
of local citizens and the Urban Renewal Agency of Coos Bay joined forces to purchase and operate the
theatre as a community event and celebration space. The importance of this effort was recognized in
2010, when the theatre was added to the National Register of Historic Places and in 2011, when the
Historic Preservation League of Oregon named the Egyptian Theatre as one of the ten “most endangered
places” in Oregon.

In 2010, the ETPA and the Urban Renewal Agency of Coos Bay were developing a building improvement
strategy and wished to prioritize structural and facility improvements for use in applying for grant
funding to restore the building. Accordingly, the Urban Renewal Agency contracted with ZCS Engineering
to conduct a structural evaluation of the building. When ZCS Engineering presented their structural
engineering assessment report in 2011, they identified structural deficiencies that deemed the building
unsafe for public use. As a result, the City of Coos Bay was forced to close the building in March 2011
and the ETPA suspended all programming at the site.

Restoration Project

Over the next eighteen months, the ETPA engaged the community and explored a variety of options
concerning the building. The feedback from the community indicated a strong desire to see the theatre
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Historic Preservationist George Kramer was contacted to develop concept drawings for the facade
improvement project. Mr. Kramer met with the ETPA board in October to discuss ideas and historic
preservation requirements with city staff and the board. In November the concept drawings were
presented and the board approved Option 3. The project is estimated at $150,000 and includes repair
and painting of the back/west side of the building (facing onto 2™ Court).

Concept by George Kramer
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