
 

 
Mayor  

Joe Benetti 
 

 

Council President 
Jennifer Groth 

  

 
Councilor  

Stephanie Kramer 
  

  
   Councilor 

Stephanie Kilmer 
 

 
   Councilor  

Lucinda DiNovo 
 

  
 Councilor 

Drew Farmer 
 

 
Councilor  

Phil Marler 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On the Council’s Agenda… 
 
At last week’s Council Work Session, the City Council reviewed renderings from 
Greenworks, Inc. regarding proposed visual improvements to the City’s Hwy 101 
gateways (by Fred Myers on the south end of the City and just north of Ace 
Hardward).  Based on Council’s review, the design plans will be refined and 
reviewed.  It’s the Council’s goal to complete the review, seeks bids, award the 
contract, and have the work completed before the end of the summer.   
 
The City Council also reviewed a concept proposal for a mural project honoring 
Steve Prefontaine.  The proposed site is in the Pedway on the southern wall 
where the fund raising obelisk that illustrated the fundraising goal for the 
Egyptian Theatre project was painted a couple of years ago.  Staff is working 
with the Prefontaine Foundation and Linda Prefontaine, Steve’s sister, on this 
exciting project.  The Council is in support of the project, and they are in hopes 
that the mural project can be completed just before or around the time of this 
year’s Prefontaine Memorial Run in late September. 
 
At next week’s meeting, April 4th, the Council will receive a presentation on Coos 
Bay School District’s May 2017 bond measure to provide capital projects to our 
local school facilities.  At the end of the presentation, the City Council will 
consider adopting a resolution in support of the bond measure. 
 
Adoption of the Council’s 2017-2019 Goals will also be on next week’s meeting 
agenda.  There are a number of goals related to wastewater, street maintenance, 
a new library facility, economic development, etc. 
 
Additional information on the above agenda items can be found on the City’s 
website at http://coosbay.org 
 
The City’s Budget Committee is scheduled to convene its first meeting on April 
11th to review the proposed budget for the 2017/18 budget year which covers the 
period of July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018.  The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
6:00 pm, and it will be held in the Council Chambers at City Hall.    
      

http://coosbay.org/


 

 

 

 

 

At the Library…  
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Rendering of what the new plant will 
look like when completed in mid-2018 
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“Hero of the Month”  
 

Farmers agent Kim Wesman has made it her mission to thank our local heroes (police 
officers, firefighters, and teachers) who make a positive difference in our community.  
Each month Kim selects five local heroes to honor, and she uses nominations from the 
community to help her in the selection process.  Last month, Reserve Officer Luke McGriff 
was chosen as the “Hero of the Month” recipient based on the following nomination which 
was submitted by his wife: 
 
“One definition provided in the dictionary for “Hero” is “somebody admired for outstanding 
qualities or achievements”. Ask a child their definition of a hero, and the answer will most 
likely be a list of characters like, Superman, Batman, Captain America, etc. My hero may 
be a combination of the dictionary’s version and a child’s. I know this amazing, almost 
super natural man that can somehow manage to wear any magical hat required of him.   
 

Most people know him as Luke; my kids call him Dad. He could be the estimator assisting 
with a home owner or construction manager’s project with electrical design for the power 
company, or maybe he is helping restore the power from a recent storm. Then when he’s 
not wearing one of those hats, it is probably the one labeled “Coos Bay Police”. 
 
For the past 3½ years, Luke has donated his time to volunteer as a Reserve Police Officer 
with the Coos Bay Police Department. This is not a simple task. This required him to 
complete course work at the local college prior to being released to the field. He now 
attends monthly meetings, complete trainings with the full-time officers in areas covering 
tactical training, driving/operating a police vehicle and qualifies at the shooting range. This 
all requires a minimum of 20 hours a month. 
 
The 20 hour minimum is just that. Often Luke’s 
volunteer hours exceed the required 20, other 
times it is just met. These hours are all in 
addition to working a regular 40 hour a week job, 
which often requires additional call-outs in the 
wee hours due to power outages. Since he has 
the full-time job and a family at home, Luke often 
volunteers during the night to patrol our 
wonderful little town of Coos Bay. He is selfless, 
does not require praise for his work but truly 
enjoys what he does. Honestly, he would 
probably ask me not to nominate him if he knew 
I was submitting this, simply because he does 
not need praise to fuel him. But I can’t let it go 
unsaid. So when I think of my nominated hero, 
Luke McGriff, I consider him our Batman.” 
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Luke has chosen The Oregon Fallen 
Badge Memorial Fund as his Charity 

of Choice. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Aboard! 
 

We are pleased to welcome Rishia Mitchell to the Public 
Works & Community Development team.  Rishia started her 
new position with the City of Coos Bay last week as a 
Contracts Administrative Specialist.  She will be in charge of 
processing and coordinating contracts for the Engineering 
Division along with managing the bidding process for Capital 
Improvement Projects and review of certified payroll.  Rishia was born in Coos Bay and 
graduated from North Bend High School.  She will be obtaining her bachelor degree in 
Business Administration in December 2017.  She previously worked for Knife River for 7 
years doing contract administration and for the last 3 years she has worked for South Coast 
Family Harbor, a local nonprofit, where she was in charge of accounting and community 
development.  In her spare time, Rishia is kept busy with her 3-month-old son named 
Ryder.  She also likes crafts, and she is learning how to raise chickens.  Welcome Rishia! 

 
 

Progress continues on the new wastewater treatment plant… 
 

An additional 420 cubic yards was poured this week for the second of what will be 10 
needed for the foundation / bottom of a treatment tank.  A total of 630 cubic yards has been 
poured to date.  Fun Fact:  Some people may not know that I cubic yard measures 3’x3’x3’ 
in volume.  Picture a standard sized, top loading washing machine in your mind.  A washing 
machine is roughly the size of a cubic yard.  Imagine what 630 washing machines stacked 
on top of each other and side by side would look like.  630 cubic yards is a lot of concrete!!!  
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City Clean Up Day (Coos Bay and North Bend):  
 
The annual City Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 22 from 10am to 3pm. 
Residents of Coos Bay and North Bend can donate at least 4 items of food or $4 for the 
South Coast Food Share and then drop off up to 4 cans (35-gallon size) of household 
garbage. Recyclables are welcome, but no tires, appliances, furniture, metal, or hazardous 
materials will be accepted. Garbage drop-off is limited to residents of Coos Bay & North Bend. 
 
United Way Day of Caring will 
be helping out community 
members, such as elderly or 
disabled persons, by picking up 
garbage at their homes and 
bringing it to a drop-off site. 
South Coast Food Share, North 
Bend Presbyterian Church, and 
the Salvation Army will be 
helping to collect donations and 
direct traffic at the drop-off sites. 
Les’ Sanitary Service, Coos Bay 
Sanitary service and North 
Bend Sanitation will be 
accepting the garbage and 
providing the collection 
equipment. 
 
Last year we accepted over 19 
tons of garbage and collected 
over 1,000 pounds of food for 
local food banks. This is our 
10th year, so we hope to make 
this event even bigger and 
better than ever! 
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