CITY OF COOS BAY

JOINT CITY COUNCIL / URA WORK SESSION
Agenda Staff Report

MEETING DATE AGENDA ITEM NUMBER
April 25, 2017
TO: Mayor Benetti and City Councilors
FROM: Tom Dixon, Community Development Administrator

THROUGH: Rodger Craddock, City Manager
Jim Hossley, Public Works and Community Development Director

ISSUE: Presentation by Partnership for Coastal Watersheds Committee Members

SUMMARY::

The Partnership for Coastal Watersheds (PCW), in collaboration with Coos County and South
Slough Reserve, recently received $246,000 from the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System’s (NERRS) Science Collaborative Program to assist the County’s Planning Department to
update environmental and community data related to the Coos Bay Estuary Management Plan
(CBEMP). Some parts of the CBEMP have not been updated for 40 years.

ACTION REQUESTED:

None

BACKGROUND:

The PCW is a diverse group of community members and citizen scientists with associations to
cultural, economic development, environmental, government, and business interests in the local
Coos Bay area. Its members carry out projects using collaborative processes and include Coos
County, North Bend and Coos Bay Planning Departments, the Port of Coos Bay, Coos Watershed
Association, South Coast Development Council, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish
and Wildlife Service, Southwestern Oregon Community College, the Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce, and the two local Tribes.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:

None
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Coos Estuary Land Use Analysis Project
Partnership for Coastal Watersheds

The Partnership for Coastal Watershed (PCW), in collaboration with Coos County and South Slough Reserve,
recently received $246,000 from the National Estuarine Research Reserve System’s (NERRS) Science Collaborative
Program to assist the County’s Planning Department to update environmental and community data related to the
Coos Bay Estuary Management Plan (CBEMP). Some parts of the CBEMP have not been updated for 40 years.

The Coos Estuary Land Use Analysis Project (Project) will provide the County with up to date information to
improve the CBEMP’s permitting and resource protection processes; data that will also be critical to the County’s
future revision of the CBEMP.

The Project creates no financial burden to Coos County; and will accomplish these objectives:

1. Assist the County’s Planning Department to collect and analyze up-to-date information to include current
land ownerships, designated land uses, and regulatory policies that are not clearly articulated in the
current CBEMP; formatted for improved clarity and accessibility by CBEMP users.

2. Assemble and articulate land use recommendations as proposed by the Cities of North Bend and Coos
Bay, and the Port of Coos Bay (and other local agencies) that address two perspectives: 1) needs
associated with economic development; and 2) needs for natural resource conservation and restoration.

3. Develop a series of scenarios that integrate current development and conservation criteria, and other
potential land use or development opportunities to provide the County Planning Department a basis for
public involvement during the anticipated CBEMP revision process.

The Project (and the PCW) will not:

e Create a financial burden for any local agency budgets; except for minimal staff time

e Make land use decisions, advocate for or against any particular project, or use data not acceptable to
participating agencies or organizations

e  Exclusively represent or respond to the legal or political interests of any single local government or agency
(e.g., County, Cities, Port, Tribes)

The PCW is a diverse group of community members and citizen scientists with associations to cultural, economic
development, environmental, government, and business interests in the local Coos Bay area. Its members carry out
projects using collaborative processes and include Coos County, North Bend and Coos Bay Planning Departments,
the Port of Coos Bay, Coos Watershed Association, South Coast Development Council, OR Department of Fish and
Wildlife, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwestern Oregon Community College, the Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce, and the two local Tribes.

This project further expands the “Community, Lands, and Waterways Data Source,” a comprehensive compilation

of environmental and socio-economic status and trends published by the PCW in 2016. The “Data Source” allows

easy access to Coos Bay estuary data that previously was not assembled in a single document.
(http://www.partnershipforcoastalwatersheds.org/lands-waterways-data-source/).

For more information, contact: Jenni Schmitt: 541 888-8720 x: 312; jenni.schmitt@state.or.us
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