CITY OF COOS BAY CITY COUNCIL
Agenda Staff Report

MEETING DATE AGENDA ITEM NUMBER
March 3, 2015

TO: Mayor Shoji and City Councilors
FROM: Eric Day
THROUGH: Rodger Craddock

ISSUE: Land Use Planning and Building Department Fees

BACKGROUND:

Starting early last year, the Community Development Department started reviewing its land use
planning and building department fees as they have not had a major modification since about 2001.
Staff is proposing to raise the fees to cover the actual cost of review instead of using money from
the General Fund to subsidize the review costs. Since that time, staff has presented the proposed
fee increases to the City Council’s Finance Committee. The Finance Committee is joining staff in
also recommending an increase in the fees to cover the true cost of review.

Additionally, in the John Hitt Report which was recently delivered to the Council, Mr. Hitt
recommends that the fees should cover the true cost of review and not be subsidized by the General
Fund. Mr. Hitt also states that the overwhelming feeling of the system users that he interviewed
were also in favor of increasing the review fees if it led to increased review efficiency.

(See attached slides for staff proposal of land use and building department fees)

ADVANTAGES:

By increasing the fees to the levels proposed by staff, John Hitt, and the City Council Finance
Committee, Coos Bay will be covering the true cost of review for land use and building department
plan reviews and inspections.

DISADVANTAGES:

The higher cost of permitting will be passed along to builders and developers doing work in Coos
Bay.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:

The increased fees will increase the funds available in the General Fund to be used for other
projects as the City directs.
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RELATED CITY GOAL:

To adopt and maintain a sustainable budget that reflects City priorities and realizes current
economic conditions. Provide a sustainable level of core services, meet regulatory requirements,
and contribute to a stated goal within budgetary constraints of predictable revenue.

ACTION REQUESTED:

Staff is seeking consensus from the Council to send the proposed building department fee
modifications to the State for the required 45-day notice period, and then to bring the proposed
building department and land use fee modifications back to the Council for a public hearing in June.
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