


regulations affecting the City are coming in the near future. At this time, DEQ has not stated a
timeframe for these new requirements. The requirements will be in the form of a NPDES permit for
stormwater. However, DEQ staff has stated that if City has updated its stormwater ordinance and
created and implemented a storm water management plan for new development and re-
development, then the City can be “self-regulating” and thus not be subject to an NPDES permit for
stormwater. At this time, the City’s ordinance for stormwater management doesn’t meet basic goals
for water quality.

Staff has recently applied for a DEQ State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan for the construction of Plant
2. With the SRF application, the City also had an opportunity to apply for a Sponsorship Option.
This option funds non-point source projects (stomwater quality/volume and duration control).
Basically DEQ would provide a loan for the construction of Plant 2, at a lower interest rate, so that
the non-point source projects can be funded. The City submitted nine projects, two of which were to
update stormwater ordinance and create a stormwater management plan. The City is also
participating in a Low Impact Development (LID) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). ltis the goal
of the TAC to prepare a LID manual that is applicable to smaller west coast cities that provide
guidelines on how to plan, design, and construct LID devices. It is staff’s intention that the LID
manual will complement the management plan. DEQ staff believes that it would be beneficial to the
City if the stormwater ordinance is updated and a stormwater management plan is created prior to
the issuance of the NPDES pemmit for stormwater.

As stated previously, the City does not have water quality requirements for new and re-development
projects. As such, recent projects (including Plant 2) have been challenged by some
environmental/resource agencies. If the stormwater ordinance is updated and management planis
created and implemented it has the potential to minimize permit processing and not hinder
construction schedules on future capital improvement projects that the City is planning. Staff will
continue to provide information to Council regarding the changing stormwater requirements and
potential future stormwater permits.

ADVANTAGES:
Not Applicable.

DISADVANTAGES:
Not Applicable.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:
None at this time.

RELATED CITY GOAL:

This informational report enforces the goal that states, “Infrastructure and Services: To maintain
and improve the City’s physical infrastructure and provide quality services for current and future
citizens.”

ACTION REQUESTED:
No action is requested at this time.
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