


of public property can’t be restricted and must be open to all. Caution should be exercised
when considering certain private improvements and uses on public property. Consideration
must be given to the possibility of providing unfair competitive advantage to adjacent
businesses. In addition, how will similar, future requests for use of City property in other areas
of the City be addressed.

Surplus and sale of the property is an option to remedy this issue. This in turn would alleviate
the issues related to alcohol consumption. Note, procurement law anyone can bid to purchase
the property, thus no guarantee Mr. Ford would end up with the property.

Parking

There are parking considerations associated with repurposing the six parking spaces given the
presence of the call center, the approved transit station, a possible trash enclosure, current
use/needs, future use/needs of the general area (including the new uses in Mr. Ford’s building)
and the overall shortage of vehicular parking spaces in the Downtown Business District should
there be substantial increase in occupancy of existing buildings. The transit station will result in
the elimination of 20 parking spaces, while the trash enclosure could eliminate around six.

The replacement value of each parking spot should be considered — land, labor and
construction material costs per space. The monetary replacement value could be collected for
each parking space eliminated and the funds “banked” for future parking improvements or
expansion.

ADVANTAGES:
The proposed concept would be an attractive amenity to the parking lot. The improvements are
proposed to be privately installed and maintained.

DISADVANTAGES:

This type of private use of public property is not good policy. The proposed use appears to
benefit only the adjacent building owner/tenants. The proposal would eliminate 6 parking
spaces.

BUDGET:
No immediate cost to the City or the URA is expected.

RECOMMENDATION:
Provide staff direction how Council wishes to proceed with this proposal.

ATTACHMENTS:

Location Aerial Photos

Transit Transfer Station Concept
Rain Garden Concept Plan
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