
CITY OF COOS BAY CITY COUNCIL
Agenda Staff Report

MEETING DATE

December 4, 2012
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER

TO: Mayor Shoji and City Councilors

FROM: Rodger Craddock, City Manager ^C

ISSUE Amendment to Ordinance No. 56, Parks Commission

BACKGROUND

The Council utilizes a number of City Boards, Commissions, and Committees (committees) to either
advise the council and/or to assist in the governance and/or interpretations of city functions,
programs, and ordinances. One of those committees is the Parks Commission. The Parks
Commission was established by City Ordinance No. 56, and the duties of the Commission assists
the Public Works and Development Department staff and coordinates with the Planning
Commission as appropriate in the preparation of parks, plans, site and building designs,
development standards, and recreation services.

Over the last several years, the City has experienced some difficulty in attracting enough applicants
to fill all of the open positions due to the membership criteria listed within the ordinance. As directed
by the Council at its meeting on November 6, 2012, the Council Rule Committee met and proposed
the following changes to Ordinance No. 56, also known as CBMC 2.30 (annotated to identify the
proposed additions and deletions to the existing ordinance):

Chapter 2.30
PARKS COMMISSION

Sections:

2.30.010 Continuation of commission.

2.30.020 Members - Terms - Composition.
2.30.030 Resignation and removal.
2.30.040 Officers, meetings, rules and procedures.
2.30.050 Functions - Powers - Duties.

2.30.010 Continuation of commission.

The city parks commission, referred to as the "commission" in this chapter, is continued. [Ord. 56
§1, 1986].

2.30.020 Members - Terms - Composition.

(1) The commission shall consist of up to eight voting members.

(2) The members shall be appointed by the council to serve four-year terms, except that members in
office when the ordinance codified in this chapter takes effect shall serve the terms for which they
were originally appointed. Vacancies, except the regular expiration of a term, shall be filled by a
temporary appointment made by the council for the remainder of the term.
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(3) The membership shall be composed of one councilor, one planning commissioner, ©Be
representative of a service club, one roprosontativo of a landscape design profession or business,
and ono representative of the design profession.^ Tho throo and the remaining positions may be
filled by any interested persons. Membership should rifpossible, include members with knowledge
and expertise not limited to the following areas:

(a) Landscape design profession

(b) Landscape business profession

(c) Design profession
(d)Earks Management

(4) All members shall be city residents. Members residing outside the Citv. but who own property
within the Citv are considered to have residential status. The Council mav allow membership for
one nonresident who possess subject matter expertise needed bv the commission. [Ord. 364 § 1,
2005; Ord. 213 § 1, 1995; Ord. 56 § 2, 1986].

2.30.030 Resignation and removal.

(1) A member of the commission may resign at any time by submitting a letter of resignation to the
council.

(2) A member may be removed by the council for nonperformance of duty. A member who is absent
from three consecutive meetings withoutexcuse is considered to be in nonperformance ofduty.The
possible need for removal may be brought to the attention of the council by the commission. [Ord.
56 §3,1986].

2.30.040 Officers, meetings, rules and procedures.

(1) The commission members, by majority vote, shall elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson fora
one-year term at the beginning of each year, and may reelect the incumbent. The chairperson shall
preside over commission meetings and retain the right to vote. The vice-chairperson shall preside in
the chairperson's absence.

(2) Regular meetings shall be held at a frequoncy necessary to carry out commission duties.
Meetings shall be called at tho roquost of the chairman, or four commissionors, or at the request of
the public works or community devolopmont departments. Ihe_commission shall meet at least once
a month. Meetings at other scheduled times may be announced at a prior meeting and thereby
made a part of the record. A previously unannounced meeting may be called bv the chair, aiibe
reouest of three commissioners or bv the Public Work & Development Director for a time not earlier

than 24 hours after notice is given,

(3) Five members Ajmajojjty of the commission shall constitute a quorum for conducting any
business.

(4) The commission may shall make and attef maintain rules and regulations for its operation
consistent with the City Charter, ordinances, and resolutions, subject to review and approval of the
council.
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(5) Members of the commission shall receive no compensation, but shall be reimbursed for duly
authorized expenses. [Ord. 364 § 2, 2005; Ord. 56 § 4,1986].

2.30.050 Functions - Powers - Duties.

(1) The commission shall have the powers and duties which are now or may hereafter be assigned
to it by the Charter, ordinances, or resolutions of the city.

(2) The commission shall review and recommend to the council, shall coordinate with the planning
commission as appropriate, and shall assist staff in the preparation of parks plans, site and building
designs, development standards, and recreation services. These general duties shall include, but
are not limited to: the identification of potential new sites to be added to the park and recreation
system; recommendations on acquisition of park and recreation property including fund raising,
grant assistance, or other revenue sources; recommendations on designation of open space; and
recommendations on development of pedestrian trails and bikeways for accessibility to and within
the park system for recreation and for transportation within the city. [Ord. 56 § 5,1986].

ADVANTAGES:

Amending the ordinance as proposed allows for greater flexibility in filling openings on the Parks
Commission, provides clarity on the Parks Commission meetings, and direction as to make and
maintain rules and regulations relating to the Parks Commission.

DISADVANTAGES:

None

RECOMMENDATION:

If it pleases the City Council, after taking public input during the public hearing, consider enacting
the proposed ordinance amending portions of Ordinance No. 56 Relating to the Parks Commission.
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ORDINANCE NO. ###

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 56 CONTINUING THE PARKS

COMMISSION

The City of Coos Bay Ordains as follows:

Section 1. Section 2 is amended as follows:

Section 2. Members: Terms: Composition.

(1) The Commission shall consist of up to eight voting members.

(3) The membership shall be composed of one councilor, one planning
commissioner, and the remaining positions may be filled by interested
persons. Membership should, if possible, include members with knowledge
and expertise not limited to the following areas:

(a) Landscape design profession
(b) Landscaping business profession
(c) Design profession
(d) Parks management

(4) All members shall be City residents. Members residing outside the City, but
who own property within the City shall be considered to have such residential
status. The Council may allow membership for one non-resident who
possesses subject matter expertise needed by the Commission.

Section 2. Section 4 is amended as follows:

Section 4. Officers, Meetings, Rules and Procedures.

(2) The Commission shall meet at least once a month. Meetings at other
scheduled times may be announced at a prior meeting and thereby made a
part of the record. A previously unannounced meeting may be called by the
chair at the request of three commissioners or by the Public Work &
Development Director for a time not earlier than 24 hours after notice is

given.

(3) A majority of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for conducting any
business.

(4) The Commission shall make and maintain rules and regulations for its
operation consistent with the City Charter, ordinances, and resolutions,
subject to review and approval of the Council.

The foregoing ordinance was passed by the City Council of the City of Coos Bay this
day of December 2012 by the following vote:
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Yes:

No:

Absent:

Crystal Shoji
Mayor of the City of Coos Bay
Coos County, Oregon

ATTEST:

Susanne Baker,
City Recorder of the City of Coos Bay
Coos County, Oregon
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